The Superpowers and the Middle East
unwilling to associate themselves with the West in a common
defensive organization, the states of the "Northern Tier" border-
ing the Soviet Union were more aware of the Soviet threat and
ready to cooperate,34 With this background there came into being,
in the course of 1955, the Baghdad Pact35 linking Turkey,, Iran,
Iraq, Pakistan and Great Britain in a defensive alliance. The
United States, the chief architect of the Pact, did not formally
join it but associated itself with its major functioning committees
and provided economic and arms aid to its members. The United
States' decision to "cooperate with" but not to become a member
of the organization was largely due to her desire to avoid the
charge made by Arab nationalists that she was merely interested
in establishing a puppet organization to further Western aims in
the Middle East. **The purpose of the pact", as Dulles explained,
"is not in any way to disrupt the Arab world [but] . . . to create
a solid band of resistance against the Soviet Union".36
Unfortunately, the Baghdad Pact aroused the antagonism of
nearly all Arab nationalists because erf Britain's presence in the
alliance. Dynastic rivalries betwen Iraq and Saudi Arabia were
embittered because of Iraq's participation in the alliance, and
Egypt was angered along with her other allies, Syria and Yemen,
since they regarded the Pact to be contrary to the national inter-
34 Department of State Bulletin, vol. 28, 15 June 1953. Dulles assumed
that the common threat in the region lay only in Soviet aggression. This
was wishful thinking. Turkey was probably the only country that fitted
into this category. The other "Northern Tier** countries largely desired
western support to buttress their position not against the Soviet Union
but against their neighbours. See Middle Eastern Affairs, vol. 12, May,
1961, p, 152.
** For the text of the Baghdad Pact, see Appendix m.
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